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Ten numbers turned up for a job interview at the Mathematics Company. Zero has NO 
experience, 1 has one year of experience, 2 has two years of experience…and 9 has nine 
years of experience. 

 

To everyone’s surprise, Zero got the job and everyone is wondering why.  

“Sir, how can a number worth NOTHING be better than me- the most experienced 
candidate of all?” asked 9.  
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“Although Zero has no experience, he has a great potential to empower others and the 
reason for all your existence in mathematics, and I’ll tell you why.”, answered the HR 
manager at Mathematics Company. 

“Firstly, Zero can be divided by any number but NO numbers can be divided by Zero!. He 
keeps everyone as a team and empowers others” 

“Ok let me try on the calculator”, said 9 

  

 

  

“You are right, there is no answer to a number divided by zero, even with the best 
calculator in the world!” shouted 9. 
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“Why can’t we be divided by him?” wondered 7 

“He is breaking the law of physics, Sir” exclaimed 6 

 

  

“Well, let’s say if we divide a number by a very small, tiny fraction close to zero, the result 
will be bigger than that number itself” explained the HR Manager. 
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“For example, we have a stack of papers one centimeter thick. How many papers are 
there?” as he continued to elaborate. 

 

“If each paper is 1mm thick (=0.1cm), the answer would be 10 pieces of paper  

(1: 0.1 = 10) 

If each paper is 0.1mm thick (=0.01cm), the answer would be 100 pieces of paper  
 (1: 0.01 = 100) 

If each paper is 0.01mm thick (=0.001cm), the answer would be 1,000 pieces of papers  

(1: 0.001 = 1,000) 

And so on and so on… 

That means one number divided by Zero could equal infinity- the biggest number which 
is UNKNOWN” 

All the numbers agreed that it made sense even 9 who was still a little bit confused, but 
he accepted the fact that division by zero is impossible and it would not work because 
there would be no answer. 
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“Secondly, Zero is the sum of all positive and negative numbers, making it a candidate of 
great potential and capability. Like the theories of the universe, we could have all been 
started from nothing” 
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“Finally, Zero defines everything and is a VIN (Very Important Number)” added the HR 
Manager. 

“We, numbers with value, are way more important than Zero, HE’S BASICALLY 
NOTHING!” said 9 

“Nah, we are ok without zero as when we add or subtract zero it does not make any 
difference” claimed 3 

“How is something worth nothing important, Sir,” said 2 

 

The manager said “Well, without Zero, there would be NO negative numbers because we 
would not be able to explain the strange gap between -1 and 1. 

 

There would also be NO decimals and consequently, no precise calculations. For 
example, it would be impossible to describe fractions like 2/3 accurately without Zero. 
With zero, we know that this is equal to 0.66666 going on forever. 
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And it would have been impossible to write BIG numbers. For example, in 804, Zero marks 
the tens place. If not for the 0, the number would be written as 8 4, which would be very 
confusing because it would not be clear if it presented 84, 804, 8004, or 80004. Another 
example is 1 million. Without the 6 zeros, 1 million would just be 1!” 
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Now I hope you all understand why Zero is a successful candidate for this job. It is the 
number with full potential- the number that cannot be divided, a crucial placeholder in 
the numerical system, and the reason for all other numbers’ existence like negative 
numbers, decimals, and big numbers. Zero is for sure the most fascinating and 
mysterious number in Mathematics. 
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BLURB 

Mathematics Company was looking for a new employee and 10 numbers- 0, 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 were invited to have an interview with the HR Manager. To 
everyone’s surprise, Zero successfully secured the job. Do you want to find out why 
he got the job with NO experience and are you ready for the mind-bendy math 
behind Zero, read my story to find out more. 
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