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Hello and a very warm welcome to everyone — educators, distinguished guests, and fellow colleagues in
the education profession.

I am deeply honoured to be invited today by Dr. Vincent to take part in this significant event. Dr. Vincent
stands as a prime example of an educator driven by a desire to create real change. I believe many of us in
this room can agree that teaching alone is already an immense responsibility. Yet, he still chooses to go
above and beyond his daily duties. I believe this stems from a profound passion and a strong sense of
purpose — a belief that we can always do better because our current system is not yet good enough, and
because our children still desperately need our support.

I am sure everyone here shares the view that foundational literacy and numeracy are the absolute heart of
all learning, including STEM, especially as I am speaking on behalf of the SEAMEO STEM-ED Center.

We often emphasise innovation; however, if children cannot read fluently or lack the basic skills to
calculate and solve fundamental problems, we cannot even begin to speak of more complex concepts like
innovation. First and foremost, children must be able to connect mathematics to their daily lives. Many of
the structural issues we face today, whether it is the staggering level of informal household debt or the
economic stagnation at our grassroots level, are tied to this. If you follow the news, you have likely heard
our country described as the “sick man” of Southeast Asia, or of Asia as a whole. This largely tracks back
to the foundation of our education system, which drives socio-economic development. I truly believe that
basic literacy and numeracy are the core catalysts for this growth. Once we recognise why our children
are falling behind, we must ask ourselves: what other pathways are available to us?

Dr. Vincent is someone who is actively showing the world that there is a better way —a way where
children can learn mathematics joyfully while anchoring what they learn in the classroom to meaningful
contexts. Elevating foundational skills like literacy and numeracy directly addresses these root-level
challenges. I am delighted to see so many organisations gathered here today, including the Equitable
Education Fund (EEF), the Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science and Technology (IPST),
university professors, and fellow educators. We all share the same vision: to elevate how children learn
mathematics and even the Thai language beyond the current status quo. We must also acknowledge that
true cross-curricular integration in today's classrooms remains incredibly difficult. While it might seem
easier to implement at the primary school level, we must critically evaluate how systematically it is
actually taking place.

What you are learning today is a methodology presented by Dr. Vincent where literacy, numeracy, and
mathematics integrate seamlessly. Through this approach, children are no longer passive learners; they



become active creators of knowledge, owners of their learning, and individuals who can practically apply
what they know to stories they communicate to others.

It is often said that those who love reading and writing have a deep passion to express their identity to the
world. Encouraging children to use writing as a communication tool solves multiple challenges
simultaneously: it ignites their desire to articulate their thoughts and empowers them to communicate the
real-world issues they see around them.

I once read about a literacy project in the Middle East working with young girls who had experienced
domestic abuse. One young girl wrote a story about her mother, sharing how deeply heartbreaking it was
every time she witnessed her mother being mistreated. There are countless stories like this waiting to be
told within our communities. But we must ask ourselves: how often are our children actually given the
opportunity to communicate, to process their reality, or to map their mathematical learning onto their
daily lives?

I know that many institutions have already done excellent work in this area, and I highly commend
IPST’s ongoing efforts to connect mathematics to daily life. However, the approach Dr. Vincent is
presenting takes us a step further. As you saw in the examples from the Maldives, the children did not
just apply mathematics in isolation — they used it to observe coastal erosion. Connecting mathematics to
immediate, real-world issues allows them to explore environmental sustainability and foster community
engagement. This touches upon multiple dimensions, from global citizenship to climate action.

Everything begins with literacy and numeracy. If we can transform our classrooms into spaces that bridge
the gap with the outside world, we allow children to explore their own beliefs and build meaningful
connections with their communities. This is a vital perspective. If all of us — including our colleagues
from the EEF and Chulalongkorn University — collaborate, there is so much we can drive forward
together to ensure that our children achieve their essential primary school learning outcomes.

It is absolutely critical that we stop letting children fall through the cracks and get pushed to the next
grade when they cannot yet add or subtract single-digit numbers, or read a single sentence or paragraph.
We cannot allow this to continue. One of the definitive ways to prevent this is by fostering a genuine love
for reading and writing, and by teaching children how to connect ideas.

This requires a unified effort across all sectors: from policymakers and teacher-training institutions to
classroom teachers and, crucially, school leaders — an area that SEAMEO STEM-ED heavily emphasises.
If we push together to make classroom learning more engaging, children will naturally start making these
vital connections. Many of you probably remember your own student days; I was someone who loved
mathematics so much that [ wanted to major in it at university. Yet, I remember finding statistics
incredibly dull — until an American professor showed us how statistics are applied to real-world market
surveys. That was a turning point. It proved that the faster we connect mathematics to something
immediate and tangible, the faster children will develop a lifelong love for it.

I am incredibly pleased to see Dr. Vincent introducing these practical tools and innovations to our
educational community, and I am certain many of you have been working toward similar goals in your
own classrooms. Today is a wonderful opportunity to exchange that wealth of experience, to look at how
you have made your classrooms more vibrant, and to see how children are successfully bridging their
learning with the real world.

I sincerely hope that in the near future, SEAMEO STEM-ED, Dr. Vincent, and everyone in this room will
have the pleasure of seeing our children’s work showcased in [Dr. Vincent’s] Young Mathematical Story
Authors competition. May the insights gained today inspire us to build and sustain these collaborative
Communities of Learning far into the future.

Thank you very much, and have a wonderful day.
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