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Once there was a funny, friendly bug called Lola. She met a very peculiar bug in her field. The
bug’s name was Florence and she told Lola that she was a factor bug. Lola and Florence spotted

a poster saying ‘Factor Party! Only factor bugs allowed. 2-11pm’. “Oh no!” said Lola. “l can’t
believe it!” Lola felt very left out



Florence soon forgot all about Lola and headed to Factor park so she could join the queue for the
party. Lola looked up and gasped. Factor park was beautiful. As waterfalls spouted numbers from
their brim, the bugs in Factor Park played in the lush green grass. One little prime bug sat on a
bench and tilted his head up to the cloud railing a torrential downpour of number sevens: a prime
number. One square Factor bug soaked herself in the sky-blue water pouring from Factor Falls.
The Number 1 Sun shone his bright light down, cheering up everyone exposed to his rays. The
colourful hopscotch glowed its bright colours and nearby Lola could see a steady stream of factor
bugs, all heading excitedly for the factor party queue. Looking at the queue, she longed to be a
factor bug and join all the fun. Then an idea popped into her head. She could ask somebody to
teach her to be a factor bug! She started hunting for teachers.
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After a few hours of wandering around, she found a bug who agreed to teach her: Miss Factor.
She said, first you have to choose a number. “Hmm...." said Lola. “Ok...48!" “Good,” said Miss
Factor. “Your first factors will be 1 and 48 because, 1 x 48, as you know, equals 48. With a POP!
and a burst of rainbow dust, the numbers 1 and 48 appeared, each hovering on a separate
antenna. “YAY!” cried Lola. “Ok,” continued Miss Factor with a smile, “2 x 24 = 48", so that is also
a factor!” 2 & 24 appeared, Lola could not contain her happiness. “Oh, | think I’'m getting the hang
of this now!” she squealed. “3 x 16 = 48, so that is my next factor pair, and 4 x 12 = 48, so they go
in also!” “Correct!” smiled Miss Factor.



Lola only needed one more factor pair. “48 doesn’tend ina 5 or a 0, so it doesn’t go in.” said
Miss Factor. “And...6 x 8 = 48!” cried Lola, and, with one last almighty POP!! 6 and 8 appeared.
Lola was now a factor bug! “Thank you so much!” Squealed Lola happily. “Now | can teach my
friends!” And she did. As soon as she found her best friend, Isabella, they got to work turning her
into a factor bug so that they could both go to the party together.



“Ok, first think of a number”, recited Lola. “Ok...hmm..12!" said Isabella. “Your first factors will be
1and 12, because 1 x 12 = 12.” “Ok...” said Isabella thoughtfully. “Carry on.” “Your next factors
are 2and 6, as 2 x 6 = 12.” Lola said excitedly. “Get it now?” “Oh! Yeahi” cried Isabella. “So...my
next factors will be 3 and 4, because 3 x 4 = 12!” “Yes!” said Lola. She and Isabella were now

complete factor bugs. “Now we can go to the party together!”
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At the party, Lola learned a lot. She learned that prime factor bugs have only antennae because
they only have one factor: 1 and the number that is on their stomachs. She also learns that square
bugs have stingy tails because when you times a number by itself, you get the number that is on
their stomachs, so there is no need to write it twice! Suddenly, Lola noticed something. “I have

more factors than you, Mr. 100!” she cried. “Naughty, Naughty!” said Mr. 100, wagging a finger at
Lola. “l am still much older than you!”




“Now, let the fun begin!” cried Mr. 100 joyfully. Everyone followed him into a gigantic ballroom.
The music started up. Lola and Isabella had great fun. They ate and drank and talked late into the
night. They even made new friends! Lola set off on a career to be a factor teacher and helped
lonely bugs all over the world. “It doesn’t matter what you look like” says Lola, “it’s more
important to be yourself.”
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Lola is a lonely, normal bug who wants to make friends. She s
‘factor bugs’ are allowed. With the help of Miss Factor, a fact

ees a notice for a party, but only
Isabella, will she be able to turn into a factor bug in time?

or teacher, and her best friend
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