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Tom is a 6-year-old boy who studies in a school called The 
Sports Wizard School. He loves sports as much as he loves 
Maths. His favorite sports are Basketball, Football and 
Cricket. At the same time, he is very clever in Maths and has 
learnt various concepts like Addition, Subtraction, 
Multiplication and Tallies. The school is organizing a Sports 
Camp during the summer holidays in which various sporting 
teams will compete against each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the Sports Camp, the Head Coach of Sports Wizard 
School, Mr. Gregory, has requested Tom to oversee the score 
keeping in three matches-Basketball, Cricket and Football. 
This is a big task for Tom! He is excited that he has been 
trusted by Mr. Gregory with this responsibility, but he is also 
worried about making sure he calculates correctly because 
the scoring criteria for these three sports are so different!  



He wants to figure out an easier way to calculate the score of 
these matches. So, he comes up with a plan! He writes down 
the scoring criteria for each game and thinks about it.  
 
In Basketball, the players score 3-pointers and 2-pointers 
and it’s a very fast game. So, he creates a tally table with a 
box for 3-pointers and another box for 2-pointers. Whenever 
a player scores, he simply adds a line to the respective tally 
table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Cricket, the players can score a Sixer (worth 6 runs), a Four 
(worth 4 runs) or take Singles (worth 1 run). The players can 
also earn a run if there is a Wide Ball or a No Ball. So, he now 
makes an elaborate tally table consisting of 4 different 
boxes- one each for Sixer, Four Runs, Singles and Wide or No 
Balls. The cricket game is not as fast as Basketball, but Tom 
needs to pay good attention to the runs. He is thrilled that he 



doesn’t need to worry about constant calculations and is 
able to enjoy the game and have fun! 
 

 
 
In Football, since players scores goals one at a time, Tom 
decides a simple tally table is just what he needs to prepare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On the day of the matches, Tom arrives confidently at the 
stadium with the neat Tally Charts in his backpack. He shows 
it to Mr. Gregory who is very proud of Tom’s abilities. He pats 
him on his head and says, “Well done, Tom!” The matches 
now begin and so do Tom’s calculations! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Author  
 
Samar is a student of Grade 1 at ISZN. He loves playing 
sports and enjoys Maths a lot. This story revolves around 
these two loved aspects of his life.  
 
He is already exploring concepts like Shapes, Time etc. but 
really likes the versatility of Tallies where he gets to do 
additions and multiplications.  
 
In his spare time he also likes to read, watch educational 
videos and play with his elder sister. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


