THE 2025 YOUNG MATHEMATICAL STORY AUTHORS (YMSA) COMPETITION

THE KERSTI WORSLEY AWARD
(THE 4-7 YEARS OLD CATEGORY)

SHORTLISTED

‘Division by Sharing and the Three Triplet Kittens’
by Hailey Yip (6 years old)

at Harrow International School Hong Kong (China)

You can read the author’s inspiration for the story and the judges’ comments on:

www.mathsthroughstories.org/ymsa2025

#YMSAMaths
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One day after school, mowmy gave them candies
for o snack. "Hailey, here awe 12 candies! Pleose
showre withv your sisters.” saids momumy.

Hailey divided the candies among the sisters.

'T v donel” she said, but at the soume time; Icy
stowted crying. Mowuny rushed upstairs.

"What happened?” asked mowimy.

Icy cried; "I only hawe 2 candies. That's not foir!”




Here, let me show yow how to-do- it!" mommy
continued, "First, we howe 12 candies;, and there
awe 3 of yow. So; we do-this - one for Icy, one for
Creauwm and, one for Hailey. Now, we have 9 left!
Let's do- it agairv - one for Icy, one for Cream and
one for Hailey. Now we hove 6! Keep going until
there awe no-candies left. Finally, yow each get 4
candies; equal ond fair!” Hailey nodded happily.



The next morning, momwmy made 12 fishes for
breakfost. "Hailey, showe again!" saids monumny.
- "Okay! One for Icy, one for Creamy; one for me....

- Momuny I amvdone! We each hawe 3 fishes!” said
Hailey proudly. |

Moy was puggled, "No-sweetie, shouldnwt each
of yow hawe 4 fishes instead?"

Hailey giggled and said, "No; no, mommy! wes
e showing the fishes with yow too!”

So- momumy and the kittens all ate the fishes
together and had o super yumumy breakfoust!
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