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Rounding with Hammy 

 

Once upon a Ɵme, there lived a hamster called Hammy. Hammy grew up to be a 
successful baker and started his own bakery near the beach.  

“For my opening party, I’m going to invite the whole village and make a lot of 
yummy pastries for everyone!” Hammy exclaimed.  

 

 

 

As Hammy was preparing, he realized he needed a lot of ingredients and supplies 
for the party. So he decided to go to his rabbit friend Bun Bun who runs a 
supermarket on the next street. 
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Hammy thought to himself, “I hope $200 is 
enough.” Quickly, he started looking for 
what he needed on his shopping list.  

 

When Hammy finally got two shopping cart 
full of ingredients, he made it to the 
checkout.  

 

But to his surprise, Bun Bun said “Sorry 
Hammy, you don’t have enough money to 
pay for everything! You will need to come 
back tomorrow!”  
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The next day, Hammy thought to himself, “I will bring double the money $400 
today and I’ll surely have enough this Ɵme!” 

 

AŌer another round of hard work puƫng all the groceries into the carts and 
checking out, the unbelievable happened! Bun Bun said “Sorry Hammy, you sƟll 
don’t have enough money.”  
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“I don’t have ENOUGH MONEY?” Hammy cried. “How should I make sure I have 
enough tomorrow?” 

Bun Bun said, “Why don’t you visit our turtle friend Speedy?”  

“Why?” Hammy asked.  

“Because he is a math 
teacher and he will have a 
soluƟon to this problem.” 
Bun Bun explained.  

 

Hammy knocked on Speedy’s 
door and Speedy opened the 
door and said, “Why are you 
here Hammy? What’s the 
problem?” 

 

Hammy told Speedy all 
about the situaƟon 
and Speedy invited 
Hammy inside her 
home.   

 

Speedy introduced two 
new math concepts 
called Rounding and 
EsƟmate.  
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When we try to add many numbers together with many digits, it becomes difficult 
to add them. But when we round a number, it changes to a simpler number and it 
will help us add up the total number. That total number becomes an esƟmate.  

 

For Rounding, a simple rule is, if it’s 1 to 4, you round down and when it’s 5 to 9, 
you round up. You can round a number to the nearest ones, tens, hundreds, or 
thousands.  

 

For example, if you have two items $32.21 and $38.64 

 

If it’s $32.21, the nearest ones would be $32 since 0.2 will round down to 0. 
Another example, if it’s 
$38.64, the nearest ones 
would be $39 since 0.6 will 
round up to 1.  

 

$32.21 + $38.68 = quite 
difficult to do the addiƟon  
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But when we round a number, it becomes easier for us to esƟmate the total.  

 

$32.21 + $38.68 = $70.89 (the exact total) 

$32 + $39 = $71 (the esƟmate total) 

 

We can also round up to the nearest tens. For example, for $127.36, the nearest 
tens would be $130 because 7 rounds up to 10. Another example, $231.15, the 
nearest tens would be $230 because 1 rounds down to 0.  

 

$127.36 + $231.15 = $358.51 (the exact total) 

$130 + $230 = $360 (the esƟmate total) 
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“I understand now! If I can round all 
the prices of the items, then I can 
have a beƩer esƟmate of the total 
and bring enough money!” Hammy 
exclaimed.  

 

 

 

Very quickly, Hammy ran back to Bun Bun’s supermarket and started tallying all the 
prices for the ingredients 
rounding them to the nearest 
tens. 

 
“According to my rounding, the 
esƟmated total will be around 
$500!” Hammy proudly shouted.  
 
Hammy ran to the bank to get 
$500 and gathered all the 
ingredients he needed for the 
opening party.  
 
AŌer all the clicking on the cash 
register, the final grand total was 
$488.22. “You have enough 
money this Ɵme Hammy! And 
here’s your change of $11.78,” 
said Bun Bun.  
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Hammy brought all the ingredients back to his bakery and prepared a wonderful 
party for everyone in the village. When the party was about to end, Hammy said, 
“Now remember to use rounding and esƟmate and bring enough money to buy 
my pastries next Ɵme!”  
 
 

 

 

 

 


