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It is the first day of school and 25% has just recalised that he is the only percentage in
the whole playground! He sees all of the fraction friends playing together and feels
extremely lonely. ‘



Mr Equivalent (25%’s favourite teacher) saw him sitting alonc on the bench.
“What’s the matter?” he asked.

“I am the only percentage in the WHOLE school. I feel really alone.”

“Well,” enquired Mr Equivalent, “Why don’t you just convert yoursclf?”

“What do you mean?” 25% asked.

“Well, to convert is to turn a number from one form into another. In your case, it is
to turn a percentage into a fraction.”

“Really?” 25% 's face lit up like a Christmas tree. “You can do that?”

“Why of course! Let’s get started right away.”



“Okay,” Mr Equivalent instructed. “The first thing to do is to make you into 25/100,

since % means out of 100.”
“Right!” 25% (now 25/100) said. “What’s next?”
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“Next, we need to find the highest common factor (or HCF) of both numbers.”

“What does that mean?” asked 25/100.

“Well, a factor is a whole number that divides exactly into
another whole number without a remainder. For example,
1, 5 and 25 are all factors of 25. For 100, its factors are 1, 2,
4, 5, 10, 20, 25, 50, and 100. To find the highest common
factor, it means to find the largest factor which is

shared by given numbers. For example, common factors of
both 25 and 100 are 1, 5 and 25, but the largest of those
factors is 25, so the highest common factor of 25 and 100 is
25.”

“Ok, I get it now. What do we do then?”
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“Then we divide each number by your highest common factor, which is 25.” said Mr
Equivalent.

“Hmmmm... Well, 25 divided by 25 is 1, and 100 divided by 25 is 4. So I am 1/4!”

“Great job! Are you happy with your new form now?”

“YES!” 25/100 (now 1/4) was jumping with joy!
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Now he was a fraction, 1/4 didn't feel lonely at alll He skipped back onto the
playground and easily made lots of new fraction {riends.
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It is the first day of school, and 25% has no one to play with. Will his teacher be able
to help him make some f{raction friends?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Iive in London with iny Mom, Dad and sister. | love reading
hooks. and my favourite subjects are maths, science and
English. T got inspired tosrite aboul this theme because it
is my favourite arca ol maths, and I lind it really fun!
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