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His Excellency Nick Low (the British High Commissioner to the Republic of Maldives),
distinguished colleagues, honoured guests, and friends — good morning.

It is both a privilege and a pleasure to join you today at this exciting ‘Maths Through Stories’
Country-level Consultation Workshop. This event has been carefully designed and organised to
bridge research, practice and policy to improve Maldivian mathematics education.

On behalf of the Ministry of Education and the National Institute of Education (NIE), I wish to
extend a very warm welcome to all who have gathered here, including our international partners
from the University of Reading in the UK, and from the UNESCO and OECD headquarters in Paris,
a special guest from UNICEF as well as colleagues from the Ministry of Education, teacher
educators from various teacher training institutions and the many primary and secondary school
teachers from across the county.

This workshop arrives at a critical moment for education in the Maldives. As we move forward with
our national efforts to ensure that every learner has access to high-quality, equitable education, we
are keenly aware that success relies on more than policy documents and curriculum frameworks. It
depends on what happens in our classrooms every day — on the creativity of our teachers, and on
approaches that truly engage our students in their learning.

Over the years, we have been trying to improve our students’ learning attainment, particularly in
Mathematics, one of our core curricular subjects. However, persistent challenges remain. National
data, as well as feedback from teachers and schools, tell us that some students still struggle to see
the relevance of mathematics in their lives, or to develop the deep understanding and confidence
they need to succeed. This is a challenge we share with many other countries, and it is one we are
determined to address.

What excites us about Dr. Trakulphadetkrai’s Maths Through Stories approach is its strong
grounding in research and its potential to bring about impactful transformation in mathematics
learning — making it both practical and meaningful.

Storytelling is not new to Maldivian culture; in fact, it is woven into the fabric of our families and
communities, shaping how we learn from one another. To see this tradition connected so
thoughtfully with mathematics teaching — and to do so in a way that is supported by evidence — is
truly inspiring.



As Deputy Minister of Education who is tasked to support the NIE, I am particularly interested in
how evidence-based low-cost approaches such as the Maths Through Stories approach can be
scaled up, adapted for our local context, and made sustainable across our school system.

We know that professional development is key: teachers need both the opportunity and the support
to try new ideas, to reflect on their practice, and to learn from each other’s successes and
challenges.

With this in mind, I am very keen to hear more today about the practicalities of implementing the
Maths Through Stories approach in Maldivian schools. I would like us, as a Ministry and through
NIE, to explore the possibility of including this approach as part of our Continuing Professional
Development (or CPD) programme for in-service teachers. If we can create space in our national
training calendar for a dedicated session on mathematical storytelling, we can give teachers across
the country the tools and confidence to make mathematics more engaging and relevant for all our
students. I would also be interested to hear if this approach could similarly be integrated as part of
our pre-service teacher training in teacher training institutions across the country.

I am also mindful that effective policy must be informed by evidence. As we consider next steps, I
would welcome opportunities to evaluate the impact of the Maths Through Stories initiative in our
schools, to gather feedback from teachers and students, and to document the lessons we learn
together. This will help us refine the approach and finetune it to make the Maths Through Stories
initiative as suitable as possible for the unique context of Maldivian schools, teacher training
institutions, and our education system as a whole.

Let us use today’s workshop as an opportunity to ask questions, challenge our assumptions, and
imagine new possibilities for mathematics education in the Maldives. I look forward to receiving a
detailed summary of your discussions and collaboratively developed suggestions from the various
education stakeholders in the room, in the form of a Collaborative Action Plan (CAP), on how we,
as the Ministry of Education and through the NIE, can best support you in taking this important
work forward.

If all goes well, the lessons we learn here in the Maldives could potentially serve as a valuable
model for implementing the Maths Through Stories approach in other countries across the region.

Thank you to everyone here today, with special thanks to our colleagues at the Maldives National
University for so kindly hosting and co-organising this event, and to Research England for

providing the funding that has made this event possible.

I wish you all a fruitful and inspiring workshop.



